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1826). Napoleon's invasion had aroused Russian
patriotism and Karamzin's History of the Russian
Dominion, which revealed to Russians both the interest
of their own history and the richness of their language,
was a great success. What Karamzin did for prose,
Krylov (1768-1844) achieved in smaller degree for
poetry by his fables in the manner of La Fontaine.

Another factor contributing to literature was political.
Russian officers, returning from Paris after the
Napoleonic wars, founded clubs aiming at philanthropy
and reform. Persecution transformed reformers into
revolutionaries. An insurrection broke out in December,
1825, on the occasion of the accession of Nicholas I.
It failed and five conspirators were hanged, among
them the poet Ryleev (1795-1826). Politically the
results of this rising were negligible, but, in consequence
of censorship and repression, politics were driven
underground and liberalism found an outlet in literary
romanticism. This was a boon to Russian literature,
for men of genius became writers and artists instead
of unsuccessful revolutionaries.

One indirect outcome of the ( Decembrist * outbreak
was the famous comedy The Misfortune of Being Clever
by Griboyedov (1795-1829), the Russian Sheridan.
He was a Foreign officer and was murdered while
serving as minister in Teheran. His play was freely
circulated in manuscript but not performed until after
his death. It is written in verse and, in accordance
with French tradition, observes the unities.

In the first act Sophia is surprised by her father
Famusov, an elderly Government official, in intimate
converse with his secretary Molchalin, a perfect type
of social climber. He sternly rebukes her, but her
infatuation for the secretary who does not really care
a rap for her, causes her to give a chilly reception to
the wealthy Chatsky who has been absent ^ from
Moscow for three years. Nettled, he speaks bitterly